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Recpminended to the - 


AUTHORS, CY 
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Which is mani- 

feſtly Thinks 

with the en nnd the ſtr 


N . 


Pre judices againſt every Branch, and the 


very Foundation, of all Religion. 

"It Whether, if all the Abſurdities of 
Phyficians, from the time of the firſt Pro- 
feſſor of that Art, were collected into one 
Body, it could aſtly bo eſtoemed a good 
Argument for total Abolition of 1 
Ph el. 

Hi. Whether the falſe Mony that is 
put upon Men ſometimes, hinders them 
from believing that there is any good 
Coin; or from * it, when it 10 
offered them. 
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IV. Whether, therefore, the feign'd 


Inſpiration, and divine Commiſſion, be 
an Argument againſt the Truth of any 
ſuch thing, - - I | 


Authors out of Biſhop Taylor, and ſeveral 
others, doth not furniſh an excellent Ar- 


gument for all Believers in Jeſus Cbriſt, to 


bear with one another's Differences: And 


whether it be not very unjuſt to extend 


of all Religion, which good Men have 
ſpoken with an hearty concefn againſt 
the ill Temper, and the Violences, of Bi- 
gots ; and which was deſigned, and tends 


directly, to the Preſervation and Security 


of thoſe Foundations. 1 
Vl. Whether this, as well as the rank- 
ing ſome of theſe Men themſelves with 
Atheiſts and Infidels, be not a very ungrate- 
ful and baſe return to their noble Endea- 
vours, and hearty Zeal, againſt the Abuſes 
of Religion; and all Superſiitiov, Inhuma+ 
mty, and Church-Tyranny. 8 
VII. Whether the Follies, and Incon- 
ſiſtencies, and ridiculous Opinions, of ma- 
ny Chriſtians, or Divines, pick d up in the 
Courſe of above 1600 Years, can in 
- Juſtice be produced, as Arguments againſt 


* 


all 


Miracles, and falſe Pretenſes of many to 


v. Whether all that is quoted by theſe 


that to the prejudice of the Foundations 


_— 


4 


all- Religion, any more than the diffe- 
rences amongſt F hiloſophers, can be an 
Argument againſt Reaſon it ſelf, and eve- 


I ry thing in Philoſophy x or than the dif- 
ö ferences amongſt Atheiſts, and particuilar- 


ly. the Abſurdities in Epicurusis yſtem, 


; will be allowed by theſe Authors to con- 
| clude againſt Atheiſm it ſelf. 


VIII. Whether ſuch Repreſentatians 
of Chriſtianity, and ſuch poſitive Aﬀerti- 
ans, as run through this Treatiſe, to the 
Prejudice and Condemnation of all Reli- 
gion, and particularly of the Belief of a 
future State, do not too evidently ſhew, 
that the defign of it was, not to incite 


Men to an impartial Examination, but, to 


influence Men to the utter Condemnation, 
of all Religion. 


IX. Whether it be a nen of greater 


Knowledge, or Honeſty, to repreſent Ho- 
lomon as an Infidel, becauſe he introduceth 
an Infidel ſpeaking ; to reprefent Him as 
denying a future State, who talks fo 
plainly in the ſame Book of a Judgment; 
to repreſent Him as an Enemy to the fea- 
of God, (which is in this Freatife, with- 
out diſtintion, called Sa perſti ion. ) whoſe 
repeated Maxim it is, 7hat the fear of the 


Lord is the beginning of of | ler and 
whoic Concluſion in rp hree- Thinking 
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(6) 
Treatiſe of Eccleſiaſtes, is, That to fear 
God and to keep his Commandments, is the 
whole of Man. 

X. Whether it be a ſign of that Integrity 
which Infidelity produceth, to repreſent 
that Fear of God, which hath nothing 
ſervile nor terrifying in it; which is no- 
thing but ſuch a Reverence as directs, 
and ſecures Men's Obedience to his Laws, 
upon the ſame Foot with that Fear of 
the Gods amongſt the Heathen, which 
was indeed Superſtition, and which taught | 
Men to have no other Notion of their 
ſuperiour Beings, but that of Tyrannical, 
Cruel, Barbarous Lords, delighted with 
the Blood, Miſery, and Torments, of Pos. 
their Votaries. d 
XI. Whether this, and this only, be o 
not that fear of the Gods, which Plutarch, y 
and the beſt Heathen Writers expoſe ; Pere 
and whether the Love of God, as the Flip! 
Sovereign Good, ought not to have been E. 
mention'd as the Principle of Plutarch, Hriſt 
as well as his Zeal againſt the Fear of Dich 
God fallly repreſented. N 

XII. Whether any thing can juſtify 
ſuch a procedure againſt the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, as is ſeen from one end of this 
Treatiſe to the other; but particularly 
in that impartial and honeſt Note about 

98 | Solomon, 


—— — 
33 


(7) 


Solomon, introduced with an Air of ſo- 

lemn Banter, and made as remarkable as 

poſſible : And whether theſe Authors can 

give any greater Inſtance of Prevaricati- 

on, or hiding Truth, in the worſt of thoſe 

whom they oppoſe, than is to be ſeen in 

this Paſſage : In which the Goſpel is re- 

preſented, I will venture to (ay, againſt 

eir own Judgments, in the worſt Dreſs 

pf its worſt Interpreters; and that Do- 
Krine of Eternal Damnation of Mankind 

For the Sin of Adam, made the Funda- 
mental of the Goſpel, which theſe Au- 
Thors themſelves do not believe to have 
ny Foundation in the Goſpel ; and ſuch 
particular Explication of the Trinity, 
nd Satisfaction, expresſly laid upon the 
oſpel it ſelf, as they themſelves know, 
d believe, never to have been delivered 
our Lord, or his Apoſtles. Now, can 
y thing be more diſingenuous? Or is 
ere need of any greater proof, that the 
ſign of theſe Authors, was not to invite 
Examination; but to charge upon 
riſtianity it ſelf thoſe Abſurdities, 
of Hich are to be found only in ſome 220+ 
rn Syſtems of Divinity? 
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-witth this, to ſpeak of Af univerſaf Alte 
ration of the Goſpels, under the Emperd 
 Hneſteſevs, upon the Authority of ap of 


Goſpel Hiſtory, in a better an tore hea 


WT) 
XII. Whether it be not of 2 "ple 


—_ Paige, which cannot be proved t 
mply any thing more t "1 op that ſome; pc 
1 cholars had 4 min publiſh tl 


| 
tifol Style; or ſomething like this. Wh * 
ther theſe Authors be gol Scholars | | 
nough to know that [diatis Evan gelif « © 
could} not then fignify [diet Foam 4 . 
in the Senſe in which we now uſe th f 
word for Natural Fools; but only Mil © 
without polite Learning. If they be na 7 
whether they ſhould pretend to Traci a 
and make Qaotations. If they be; w 8 
ther any thing can excuſe fuch barbarc 5 
Uſage. 6 
XIV. Whether theſe Authors the Nob 
ſelves can ſay, that the Goſpels now 
our Hands are any thing like a Bo b 
mended, and beautified, 57 a polite Sci. 
lar ; nay, whether it be not appar] ” 
that they ate the ſame which were quot _ 
and eppealed to, before Anaſtaſins's tig ©, 
and whether the ſimplicity, and freed a 
from Art, and Cunning, and Tr . 


which ſo often accompany Polite | 
ane Learning, be not an advantage 


(9) 
the ſide of Writers, who profeſs to relate 
only Matters of F act; 5 and ought not to 


be eſteemed a 0 Argument in their 
Favour. 


XV. Whether it be not à very great 
mark of the impartial Regard of theſe 
Authors to Truth, that they produce the 
variouf Readings of the ſeveral remaining 


a manifeſt deſign of bringing 2 Diſrepu- 
tation upon the Gofpel it ſelf ; quoting 
for this purpoſe, and feeminely, (though 
there is reaſon to think, not rey.) ap- 
proving the opinion of one Divine, foun- 
ded upon no good Reaſons. For, let 
the various Readirg be never ſo many, 
the Queſtions are, whether they diſturb 
the ſenſe of the place to which they 

belong; - whether they do not often help 
to fix it; whether any one point, made 
neceſſary by our Lord or his Apoſtles, 

be in the leaſt affected by them ; and 


to all impartial Enquirers, a very ſtrong 
and convincing Argument in favour of 


ber of Copies, Tranſlations, and Citati- 
Jons, of theſe Books, more than of any 
; B ether, 


Manuſcripts of the New Teſtament; with | 


whether, in the whole, they Yo not afford 


the Goſpel ; being Proofs of a vaſt num- 
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about the Time, when the Books of the 


taught, and what he requires, this 1: 
ſufficient for the Being, and Security, o 


tic Volume, by perſons who know ver) 


( 10 ) 


other, with varieties fo little material, 


with reſpect to the principal Points, and 


the main Matters, recommended to the 
World in theſe Books. 


XVI. Again, whether it becomes true 
Enquirers, or Examiners, to allege, as of 
prejudice to Chriſtianity, the Diſputes 


New Teſtament were formally all put in- 
to one Body ; and univerſally received. 
What is this to true Chriſizanity, which 


PS wu cc... ann. and eee ll di EEE 


doth not depend upon modern Notions, | 


either of Inſpiration, or Canontcalneſs ? 
Is it not true, and ought it not to have 
been acknowledged, that if we have 
faithful credible Accounts of what Feſ 


Chriſtianity : whenſoever the particula 
Books of the New Teſtament, were col 
lected. How unfairly then are Matters re 
preſented, as if Chriſtianity depended up 
on the time when ſuch a number of Book 
were gathered together into one Authen 


2 e. e.. x wm, 


1 


well that it depends only upon this 
whether the Goſpels are not a credible 
account of Jeſus Chri} ; and whether we 

ough 


(-ir ) 


ought not, upon that account, to receive 


him as ſent by God? And, under this 
Head, ovght it not to have been ac- 
knowledged by ſuch great Pretenders to 
the Love of Truth, that, whatever Di- 
ſputes there were about other Books, not 
only the Goſpels, but the Ad, and St. 
Paul's Epiſtles, which give us a zoble 
View of Chriſizanity, were always uncon- 
teſted Books £2 


XVII. Whether Epicurus's Atheiſm, and 
Infidelity, (which are acknowledged to 


have been founded upon Nonſenſe, and 


Abſurdity,) can with any Juſtice be pro- 
duced as a noble Inſtance of Free-Think- 
ing, by thoſe who themſelves think the 
Grounds he went upon not to be worthy 
of any Man who can Think at all: And 
whether this be not a ſign that Azhei/zy, 
as Atheiſm, though without Foundation, 
is eſteemed by ſome Men an excellent 


Recommendation, 


XVIII. Whether it be not ridiculous, 
as well as abſurd, to paſs by the noble 
Beneficence, and univerſal] Love and 
Friendſhip, recommended and required 
by the Chriſtian Religion, and praQis'd 

„ by 
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„ 
by the firſt Chriſtians ; and to extol Epi- 
curus as carrying Morality to an higher 
pitch in the cafe of Friendſhip, under 
pretenſe that the word Friendſhip, in a 
particular reſtrained Senſe, 1s not in the 
New Teſiament in order to magnify this 
abſurd Philoſopher, to paſs by the Life 
and Death of Jeſus Chriſt, the greateſt In- 
france of Friendſhip (were he conſidered 


only 2s a Philoſopher) and not to ſay a word 


here, in favour of his Doctrine, though it 
was chiefly deſigned to introduce an uni- 
verſal Friendſhip, and Beneficence; and in 


general, every thing of good repute, or eve- 


ry thing juſtly eſteemed amongft Men. 


XIX. Whether it doth not ſhew great 
impartiality, to put TA into the fame 


Liſt with Epicarns, whom he conſtant- 


ly purſued as an Enemy to Humane 
Society, and to Truth. Whether it be 
lenorance, or reſolute Wilfulneſs, to repre- 
ſent Him (lily as an Atheiſt, and expreſsly 
as an Enemy to the Immortality of the 
Soul, (which he conſtantly maintains : ) 
and that upon ſuch weak Grounds as 


theſc, | 


1. Becauſe 


of 


H 


( 13 ) 


1. Becauſe he gives this 28 an Inſtance 


o% 


udy Philoſophy don't believe there are any 
Gods: Whereas probabile in Cicero, or 
ny other good Latin Author, never ſig- 


nifies probable in our modern Senſe ; but 


nly an Opinion that will bear a di- 
Wputation, or that may be debated. Be- 


ſides, that this is acknowledged by theſe 
ſame Authors to reſpact only ſuch Gods 


as the common People then worſhipp'd. 


2. Becauſe, in his Tuſculan Queſtions, 
after having mentioned the various Notions 
ef Philoſophers about the Nature of the 
out, He concludes from them, that there 
an be nothing after Death than which 


rant, or a more inſincere, Repreſentati- 


doth He conclude this, as his own opinion 
but only obſerves, that, according to the 
opinion of thoſe he had then named, 
there could be nothing after Death. Ac- 
cording to theſe opinions, ſaith he, there is 
nothing after Death. His ſententiis omni- 


us, &c. And yet he is here repreſented 
as drawing his omn Picture; when he is 


only 


| of a probable Oipnion, That they who 


there cannot be imagined a more igno- 


on. For he only reckons up the Opini- 
ons of ſome of the Philoſophers. Nor 
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only drawing that of ſome others. Juſt 
as if any one who ſhould ſet down the 
opinions of Hobbs and Spinoza, with 
what follows from them, ſhould be char- 
ged with making that Concluſion in hrs 
own Name, and not in therrs. 


3. Becauſe in a diſputation, in his Tſcu- 
lan Queſtions, He denies. and was under- 
ſtood by his Auditor to deny, the Immor- 
tality of the Soul. Whereas it is plain to 


any one who nnderſtands Latin, and Senſe, 


that He only, for the preſent, drops Plato's 
Arguments for the Soxl's Immortality, and 
endeavours to convince his Opponent of 
an Error, even ſuppoſing, for the preſent, 
the Soul not to be Immortal. For his 
Words there, prætermittamus, and relin- 
quamus, are ſuch as can ſignify nothing 
but dropping the Argument for the preſent : 
and this, becauſe he thought he could 
carry his point without it. Nor are they 
proper Words for one to uſe, who de- 
ſigned abſolntely to deny the thing. The 


anſwer of his Opponent, or Auditor, is on- 
ly an Embelliſnment to the Dialogue. 


He could not bear the thoughts of loſing 
ſo pleaſing a view, as that of the Im- 
mortality of the Soul, even for the 


preſent ;| 


a vo 32 : — — — — —— — — — 


preſent: And therefore He uſeth a 
very beautiful Expoſtulation; and lets 
Him know that, even ſuppoſing it an 
Ertor, he could not part with it. Nay, 
his anſwer implies that Cicero himſelf 
had been the Inſtrument of his believing 
and expecting ſuch an Immortality. It 
cannot ſurely be collected from hence by 
any, but ſuch as are reſolved to have it 
ſo, that Cicero could mean abſolutely to 
deny, what he had taught his Auditor to 
expect; or any thing more than to lay 
aſide, for the preſent, thoſe Arguments, 
as his own Words imply ; and this, for 
the farther Proſecution and Embelliſh- 
ment of his Dialogue, But becauſe theſe 


Authors ſpeak with ſo much reſpe& of 


this Great Man ; and have taken upon 
them to teach us all, how to underftand 


him, by a Key which ſeems. peculiar to 


themſelves: I would farther ask, whether 


they ever read his Treatiſe, called Cato 


Major; whether in that He doth not pro- 
feſs to ſpeak his own Thoughts under 
the Perſon of Cato; whether He ſpeaks in 


that like a Man who abſolutely rejected 
Plato's Arguments, or like one highly 


pleaſed, and ſatisfied, with them; whe- 
ther that noble Serzence which ben 
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ſaid by any Man, but Ore, not onh 
poſſeſs d, but raviſh'd, with the gloriou 


and whether this Treatiſe of Cicero's bt 


not alone enough to convince us that the 
Free- Tbinbing of thoſe, who can thus re 


how could This, and all that he fait 
in many other places, be over-looked 


merely by their Sound, as Frobabile, Pri 


_ ( 16 ) 


O præclarum illum diem, & c; could b 


my 


_ 


Hope, and Expectation, of Immortality 


preſent His Senſe, is etther No Thinkin 
at all; or, Thinking with the utmoſ 
Slavery and Prejudice, For otherwiſe 


> © —& A nes mes wy O 


and He be ſet forth, not only as a Mar 
of ſenſe enough, to examine popula 
Errors, but as a down. right Infidel anc 
Atheiſt > Whoever conſiders what is hen 
ſaid, of the uſage this excellent Writ! 
hath met with from theſe Anthors ; toge 
ther with their tranſlating Latina Word 


" .& = » by 


bable ; Religio, Religion, in our modert 
Senſe; and the like ; will alſo eaſily deter 


mine whether they underſtand Ty them. 


| ſelves ; or are fit to direct others witl fel 


what Biaſs to read him ; or whether an 
of them are qualified to give us a Ic 
Edition of that Noble Author, 
Þs 

XX, Wheg'o 
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XX. Whether any thing can be imagined ". 
more unjuſt,or more abſurd,than the Uſage 1H 
given to Socrates by the ſame Authors. 
In one Page they give à noble Account of 
his Death, out of Eraſmus , from which 
it is plain, that He had ſuch a Belief of a 
God, and ſuch an Expectation of a Re- 
ward in a Future State, as ſupported Him 
under all the Injuries of his Adverſarres, 
and undet the Terrors of Death it ſelf, 
But, for fear that this ſhould go for a 
Proof of his being, a Religiozs Man, and 
a Believer (which it muſt do amongſt all 
who can think ;) in the very next Page, 
in order to take off that Impreſſion, He 
is repreſented as diſcouraging all Enqui- 
ries into Heavenly Things An expreſſion 
uſed, we know, among(t Chriſtians, and 
in the New Teſtament it (elf, for the good 
erfithings of a Future State. That is, So- 
mYcrates in one Page is repreſented as pro- 
itilfeſſing Himſelf to have lived with a 
an conſtant deſire of pleaſing God; and to 
ende, with good Hopes of being happy in 
hn Future State: And in the next Page 
s introduced as calling all Fools, who 
heffroubled themſelves with Enquiries into 
eavenly Things 8 which to be 185 
these 


e 
fc 
70 
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70 


made. Nay, He endeavoured to prowl 


618 
theſe Authors would have to be under- 


ſtood in the common Acceptation of that 
Phraſe ; and which they allege as a 


Proof, that Socrates did not make Noti- 


ons 1 part of his Religion. That He 
made the Notions of a God, and of a 
Future State, i. e. of Heavenly Things, 
in our common Style, a part of his 
Religion, 1s plain from the account thele 
Authors grve us of what He faid when 
He was dying: And that this Sentence 
here quoted to the contrary, hath no 
manner of relation to the contrary, will 
appear to any, who have a little Senſe, 
and ſo much Free-Thinking left, as will 
permit them to look into the place of 
Aenopbon here quoted; which is indeed as 
unaccountably, and as miſerably, miſre- 
preſented as any thing can be. Fenophon 
is there vindicating Ve from all ap- 
pearance of Impiety. For He never, faith 
He, as many others did, tronbled himſel 
to diſcover how that which the Sephiſi 
called the World, came into being; and 
by what neceſſary Cauſes, (nen ardyrai 
every one of the heavenly Things was 


thoſe, who troubled themſelves about ſuc 
Fhings, to be Fools. Let theſe Author 
couſide 


„ 


1 FY 


Pay. Ph. c 


"= W-/ 
conſider, that the Perſons whom He thus 
ſtigmatized, were Diſputers about the 
Neceſſary Cauſes of the Univerſe, and of 
the Heavenly Bodies; that theſe were 
the Heavenly Things which He thought 


it abſurd in Men (who have not Gal 


pacities for ſuch - Enquiries) to concern 
themſelves about ; and that the Humane 
Things which He recommended at the 
ſame time, were all things which are 
of real Uſe and Importance to Mankind, 


Not Humane Things, in oppoſition te 
Heavenly Things, in the Religious Senſe L 
of the Phraſe: But Humane Things, in 
oppoſition to Enquiries about the Ne- 


ceſſary Cauſes of the Univerſe, and the 
Heavenly Bodies, and other things : which 
were accounted by Socrates,. not Humane, 


as being of no Importance to the Happineſs 


of Man, and wholly out of the reach of a 
Creature ſo little acquainted with the Na- 
ture of things as Man is; and which are, 
in the next Sentence, called. Sauubria, 7. Ce 
not Divine Things, in the common Senſe 
of the Words amongſt us, but Things be- 
long ing to God, who alone. fully knows, 


and comprehends, the Cauſes of all things. 


Thele things of Humane Concernment, Te- 
nopbon reckons up in a Paragraph very near 
2 to 
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(26) 1 
to this here quoted; vis. Enquiries about 
the moral and political Virtues: to which 
He adds, And about other things, which 
| thoſe who knew, were efleemed by Socrates 
f excellent, and good Mien; and _ who did 
| not know, to deſerve no better Name than 
. that of the laweſt Slaves, And leaſt we 
ſhould exclude bout of this Number, the 
| Notion of a God, we may learn, in the 
next Paragraph but One, how ſtri& an 
obſerver of an Oath Socrates was; and 
in that which follows, the Reaſon of 
This : Viz. becauſe Socrates had this No- 
tion of the Gods, That they knew all 
things, either ſpoken, or done, or ſo much 
as deiiverated upon in Silence which 
perhaps may prove, even to theſe Authors, In 
that Socrates made ſome fort of Notions, In 

and Speculations, a part of his Religion. 


2 


5 — — - 4 
rer on. eden: among th. 


1 But to return, whence my concern for 
Fl this excellent Man hath carried me, 
| What can be plainer, than that Socrates 
= expreſsly condemns Fanquiries about Na- 
_ ceſſity, and ſuch like things, which He 
thought of no importance to Man ? And 
whom doth this touch, fo much as thoſe 
who produce Him to another purpoſe ? xp 
What can be plainer, than that his Lie 
bens mas: FRE "Molly 
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. d] | Þ 
EMoral Excellencies were founded upon, | 
Ind improved by, his believing that God 
is, and that He is a Rewarder of thoſe 
who ſeek him ? What can be plainer, 
han that He is the greateſt Advocate 
in the Heathen World, for the Neceſſi- 
„and Advantage, of minding Heavenly 
Things, in a Religious Senſe ? And laſt- 
y, what can be plainer, than that He, 
as well as others, 'hath been groſsly mif- 
repreſented, after ſuch a manner as can- 
not be excuſed, unleſs it be by this, 
hat ſome Men are perſuaded that all 
Methods are lawful for propagating ſo 
good a Cauſe, - as that of Infidelity, and 
theiſm ;, or, that there is a Blind Zeal, 
nd Implicit Bigottry, in this, as well as 
„In Popery, eg, 271 
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xxI. Whether it be not very unjuſt to 
pply the general Sayings of that great 


e, Man, my Lord Bacon, about that Suſpk 
es Fon of ſome Relations in Hiſtory, which 


true natural Hiſtorian ought to have; 
o the Prejudice of all Religion: And to 
ad the Reader to judge that he had the 
ame Suſpicion of all Miracles, which he 
xprefteth of the Prodigies recorded by 
his Five. 1 5 3 


ral! TT XXII. Whe- 
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parts of his Works; and by thus doiuj 


better have been imitated, than his Ve 


| (32 3 


XX. Whether Mr Hobbs s ſeveral fall 
Opinions, and High-Church Politicks, here 
Raid to his charge by theſe Authors, be 
not, in their own opinion, as great 3 


; 


mark of his Slawiſh-Thinking, as. his 


Atheiſm is, of his Free-Thinking : And 
whether the producing Him in this Ce 
talogue, with that cenſare, be not an 
Argument that Atheiſm and Infidelity: are 
the things truly meant, however nowlif « 
and then colour'd over. , 

0 


XXIII. Whether theſe Authors can eve 
make Reparation for the Injury done tc 
the Memory of that great and goqd Mar 
Arch- Biſho Tillotſon, by. putting him int 
the ſame Li with Epicurus, and Mr Hobby 
againſt both whom he hath expreſſed hi 
ſelf with ſo particular a pricing in ſom 


the work of his worlt: 3 bittere En 
mies. Whether his - Example had, n 


mory thus blackened ; and the Abufes « 
Religion charged only. upon the Abuſert 
and not upon Religion it ſelt. Whethe 
his } Zeal againſt Arheiſm, and lnfideli 
might not have been mentioned; as . 


— 


"TB - 
as his Zeal againſt Spiritual Tyranny, and 
Unchriſtian Cruelty. Whether the In- 
jury done by theſe Authors to his great 
Name, be not already apparent, when 
a Conſcientious Author hath already ta- 
ken an handle from them, to miſ- 
repreſent him in the groſſeſt manner: 


Sermon in which he ſpeaks of the Miſ- 


ſtian Religion, which He in the ſame Ser- 
mon vindicates from the leaſt ſhadow 
of Guilt upon that account. But, as it 


good dead Man in ſuch Company : ſo is 
it to the purpoſe of his Popiſh, and other 
furious Enemies, that He, who could 
pot enter into their blind and unchriſtian 
Meaſures, ſhould paſs for an Atheiſt, and 


Popery aſſiſt one another! 


XXIV. Whether, upon the whole, con- 
ſtdering the unfair Treatment Religion 
T hath met with from theſe Authors; the 
J falſe Repreſentations made uſe of to its 
1 Diſadvantage ; the little idle Stories 
i pick'd up and ventcd ; the great Scandal 


ſuch 


contrary to the whole Tenour of that 


chiefs of Popiſh Zeal; and contrary to his 
expreſs Declarations concerning the Chri- 


was to theſe Authors purpoſe, to rank this 


an Infidel. So mutually do Atheiſm and 
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to all the Enemies of true Liberty of 
Conſcience, for their unchriſtian Treat. 


that there are, amongſt theſe Authors, 


Performances as this. 1 


( 24 ) 


ſuch Treatiſes muſt give to all ſerions 
Perſons ; the great Handle they afford 


ment of thoſe. who differ from them: 
8 ſay) all this, whether there 
may not ſome ground for Suſpicion, 


i o 


ſome of the Enemies to true Liberty, 
and impartial Examination; than whom 
no Perſons are more rejoiced at ſuch 


XXV. Whether the Thanks of all 
Friends to true Religion, and true Free- 
dom of thought, will not be due to theſe 
prudent and worthy Authors; if occaſi- 
on ſtionld be taken, from this Licentious 
Treatiſe, to deſtroy all Liberty in Religion; 
and to lay the Foundation of Popery 


amongſt us, | ee 


XXVI. Suppoſing Atheiſm to be better, 
in it ſelf, than that Superſtition which JV, 
tortures a Man's own Breaſt, and ſets e 
the World about him in Flames; whe- 
ther, nevertheleſs, a thorough Belief of; 


an over-ruling Providence, and a State { 


to come, and of the Truth of Chriſtia-$;.; 
| nity, 


ET 
nity, and a Conqueſt of our Paſſions 
founded pon this Belief,” and a practice 
of all the lovely Virtues of the Goſpel. 
be not vaſtly preferible ' to both ; full 
f the Supports which Atheiſu explodes, 


. * 


Lition feels. 


ud void of the Torments which Ser- 


„ XXV II. Laſt of all, whether mere 


certainly is in true Religion,) to hin- 
der ang Man from acting the part of 
the moſt Superſtitious and! fiery Zealot 
upon Farth. Are not all the Cruelties 
1nd Barbarities, fo juſtly complained of, 
n Popery, ſupported by the Arherſm of 
hoſe who profeſs it, and of many of 
hoſe who exetciſe thoſe: very Cruel- 
1e5 2 Do not theſe Authors think that 
any of the 'Inquifitors themſelves have 
ken Atheiſts, as well as Jets? Will 
ey not be ready to own, that many 
t the Popes, Cardinals, and Biſhops, 


them to maintain and ſupport that 
'o. much for their own worldly In- 


la-Bicſt> Is there any thing to hinder 
3 Ka an 


can be any thing in Atheiſmy (as there 


we beer» Atheiffs 2 And is it not 
deir Atheiſm and Infidelity, which hath 


furpatiog over Men's Conſciences, which 
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Curiſtitution, when it 49/for his preſent 
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„ 
m Atbeiſt from profeſſing Popery, in or- 
det: to obtain a 'Grown,, or a Mitre 
and then, from uſing his Power for the 
promoting of the ſame Popery ? Can it 
de determined, at this Hour, certainly, 


whether the, whole Srheme of che Pon. 


er, and Tyranny, and Perſecution, .of 1 
neighbouring Monarch, hath not been 
owing to Acheiſim, more than to Bigotyy £ 
What ſhould binder an: Atheiſt from 
er- and acting the Bigot ? What. 
uld hinder an Atheiſt, born with: 2 
tic more Fire than ordinary in hy. 


Inteteſt, ſrom ruining Nations and King: 
doms r and all under pretenſe of God 
Glory, and Zkal for die Church 2 How 
then hall At heim, or Inſidelity, put 1 
top to the madneſs of Zeal; whien thi 
Atheiſt aud Jinfidel are themſelves th 
Zaalbts ? How ſhall Atheiſn give u 
the vaſt Revenucs of Religious Houſe 
Which are here comphi ed of 1 wht 
Atheiſts themſelves turn Abbote, and At 
befſes > How (hall Atheißn put a ft 
to Perfection; when the chief Perſe 
entre are 400 + probably Arheiſts then 
lelyts 2 And what hope can we hau 
of any Alterztion in the World, f 


\ 


2 


* 


0 270 
the better: unleſs Fe cn Þ erſuade Men 
to. be Free-Thinkers ut Arbei, 
8 well as Believers rie Super ſti- 
tion; that &, "1Chriftians irſdeed, 
che Foundation laid by Teſus Chri 
and not pot the Authority of 
Church, or Man open Earth ) 
be ſaid that this would make, 
particular Perſohs, or humane Societ 
untaþpy ? Or can we poſſi poſibly: hope 
the like relief from At hoi 
dielity 2 And to what purpole then are 
Abs n, and Superfti ſtition ſo often on 
| when it as ſo plan 
theſes u 


plain that, 
ges, it is the " Atheiſt chi 
who hath Ber the Superſtitions , «the 
Zralev + the Nen, Niere the- 8 
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ME Author of theſe Queries con- 
') feffeth that ſome of the Particu- 
A lars: mentioned in them, as deſigned 
Plainly againſt the Belief of Chriſtianity, 
are pradited in the Treatiſe f Free-Think- 
ing, under the ſheotous Pretenſe of their 
being good Reafons, and Occgſious, for 4 
free and impartial Examination; and 
efsly declared to he intended a. 


not expr 


 $ainſt the Goſpel, in the fame Paſſiges, in 
/ bich the Authors of that Treatiſe produce 


_ them, Bit, as theſe Authors themſelves, 
He verily believes, would imwardly laugb at 
any who ſhould fuppoſe them to have bad 
any other view in this eee 5 0, 
left any of their leſs beedful Readers ſbould 
be led to think them too hardly dealt with, 
in being taxed expreſsly with ſuch a De- 

fin, they are deſired to conſider the follow- 
ing Particulars; which, though, in great 
Part, already mentioned in the Queries 
themſelves, yet, deſerve now to be placed 
altoget her, in order to be ſeen at one view, 
for the better Determination of this Point, 
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(29) 


Religion, are produced out of Excellent 
Authors ; nd mention is made of the Deſign 


themſelves make to any Abuſe wwbich may be 


Dr. Mills: but not à word ſaid of his 
Vindication of the Goſpels now in. our 


like perpetually. REDD, * 

2. No favourable Word, cancerning the 
Goſpel it ſelf, is ſpoken, which doth not 
in ¶ look more lite Banter, than the Senſe of the 


the like, when there is leaſt Reaſon to think 
them . ſerious. OO | 
3. Many ſly Inſimiat inc, at the ſame 
time, are drop'd againſt it even where the 
Difhculties cannot poſſibly touch the Foun- 
dation upon which that ſtands. 
4. The Evangeliſts are called Idiots by 
theſe Authors. 1 ſay, By Them + Becauſe 
the Word which they have ſo tranſlated ſig- 
nifies no ſuch thing. r 4 
5. The Note about Solomon, 7s 2 ſtand- 
ing Proof, that their real Deſigu 35 to ri- 
dicule the Goſpel : laying thoſe things upon 
the Goſpel, which they do not believe to be 


im 


1. When Difficulties, and Objections, 
relating to any thing in the Bible, or. 


of thoſe Authors, or of the Anſwer they 
made of ſuch Difficulties. The Story of 
mending the Goſpels, is produced out” of 


Hands, from that Imputation; and the 


Writers. As, our moſt Holy Faith, and 
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poſe.) ). , in the Cant of \ theſe Au: 
U 


abſurd Sy ſtom that cer enter d into the 


to havs bad no Bel ref of the Immortality 0 


(39) 
in it; and propoſing a wonderful Scheme, 
as they call it, as the Lg End * "of" ho 


Golpel-Revelation. N 8 

6. Leſt ar Jhowld be ar Loſs what u 
mended under the Cover of impartial” Exa:if © 
mination, (whieb no Man 'of Senſe" can F 


ors Free-Fhinking' > %% are preſented 
with a Catalogue of Free: I hinkers, [which 
bath ſeveral Things in 10 —_— of TY 
_—— An oy 

. Socrates repreſented as an Enemy 

to a Enquiries into Heavenly Things 
though the ereateſt if ance of Kath, i 
tbe Heathen "World. T4 
2. Epicurus Ses as a diſtin muſh 
Free- Ih ama; who baniſhed — 
bat is, God, out of the World, by tbe mo 


Brain of {win .and who can haue no orte 
pretenſe to this Title, but hir Atheiſm. \l 
3. Cicero applauded under this Name iff 

end, to prove" him a Free-Thinker, (vba 
we may wt be at a loſs what is meant, 
great Leal it ſbeum, to diſtort many Paſe 
ſages in his Writings, in order to prove Hin 


#be Soul; and this, I fay, 2 again 
tboſe who cite Him as an e "reel 
Thinking, (pag: 138. where Free-Thinkſ 
. certainly ſignifies, Infidelity. 4. So- 


&. Solomon repreſented as 4 Free-Think- 
er, no otÞe#wiſe than by being repreſented as 
10 Believer of the Creation of the World 4 
or of the Immortality of rhe Soul ; or of z 
Future State. Here again Free- Thinking 
doch not ſignify Examination; but Itifidelity. 

5. SFneſius 4 Free- Thinker, merelp as 
4 Infidel about the Reſurrect ion. 

6. Mr. Hobbs à great Inſtance f Free- 
Thinking, page 170. notwithitinding his 
ſcveral falfe Opinions, partictuariy in Poli- 
tick. On no other Account, poſſibly, can He 
be produced, inder this Ticle, but for bis 
on Atheiſm: And particularly, He is 4 
real Inſtance of Free- Thinking, ⁊wich thefe 
Authors, hecauſe He bath F joys chern 
4 Arguments te prove, that rhere can be 
1% fuch thing as Free Thinking in the 
World 3 but that all Thoughts, and cti- 
ns, are the neceffiry Effect of N latter an 
Motion. Excellenc Freedom ef Thought! 
After this, let any ene doubt, if He can, 
wat fort - of  Free-Thinking, «4 that is 
Mr oduced in the firſt Part of this Treatiſe, 
5 Jefigned to fromote; or ſuppoſe it poſſi Mi 
e, that the chief View of theſe Authors 1 
ill be any other, than the Promoting that 
Thinking. which they chemſcives von- 
% be Atheiſm, and Infidelity, ___ 
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